Unit 1 Standards
SSUSH1 The student will describe European settlement in North America during the 17th century. 
a. Explain Virginia’s development; include the Virginia Company, tobacco cultivation, relationships with Native Americans such as Powhatan, development of the House of Burgesses, Bacon’s Rebellion, and the development of slavery. 

b. Describe the settlement of New England; include religious reasons, relations with Native Americans (e.g., King Phillip’s War), the establishment of town meetings and development of a legislature, religious tensions that led to colonies such as Rhode Island, the half-way covenant, Salem Witch Trials, and the loss of the Massachusetts charter. 

c. Explain the development of the mid-Atlantic colonies; include the Dutch settlement of New Amsterdam and subsequent English takeover, and the settlement of Pennsylvania. 

d. Explain the reasons for French settlement of Quebec. 

SSUSH2 The student will trace the ways that the economy and society of British North America developed. 
a. Explain the development of mercantilism and the trans-Atlantic trade. 

b. Describe the Middle Passage, growth of the African population, and African-American culture. 

c. Identify Benjamin Franklin as a symbol of social mobility and individualism. 

d. Explain the significance of the Great Awakening. 

SSUSH3 The student will explain the primary causes of the American Revolution. 
a. Explain how the end of Anglo-French imperial competition as seen in the French and Indian War and the 1763 Treaty of Paris laid the groundwork for the American Revolution. 

b. Explain colonial response to such British actions as the Proclamation of 1763, the Stamp Act, and the Intolerable Acts as seen in Sons and Daughters of Liberty and Committees of Correspondence. 

c. Explain the importance of Thomas Paine’s Common Sense to the movement for independence. 

SSUSH4 The student will identify the ideological, military, and diplomatic aspects of the American Revolution. 
a. Explain the language, organization, and intellectual sources of the Declaration of Independence; include the writing of John Locke and Montesquieu, and the role of Thomas Jefferson. 

b. Explain the reason for and significance of the French alliance and foreign assistance and the roles of Benjamin Franklin and the Marquis de Lafayette. 

c. Analyze George Washington as a military leader; include the creation of a professional military and the life of a common soldier, and describe the significance of the crossing of the Delaware River and Valley Forge. 

d. Explain Yorktown, the role of Lord Cornwallis, and the Treaty of Paris, 1783. 

SSUSH5 The student will explain specific events and key ideas that brought about the adoption and implementation of the United States Constitution. 
a. Explain how weaknesses in the Articles of Confederation and Daniel Shays’ Rebellion led to a call for a stronger central government. 

b. Evaluate the major arguments of the anti-Federalists and Federalists during the debate on ratification of the Constitution as put forth in The Federalist concerning form of government, factions, checks and balances, and the power of the executive, including the roles of Alexander Hamilton and James Madison. 

c. Explain the key features of the Constitution, specifically the Great Compromise, separation of powers, limited government, and the issue of slavery. 

d. Analyze how the Bill of Rights serves as a protector of individual and states’ rights. 

e. Explain the importance of the Presidencies of George Washington and John Adams; include the Whiskey Rebellion, non-intervention in Europe, and the development of political parties (Alexander Hamilton). 

